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Preface 
 
 

 Effective July 1, 1978 under Kansas Statute Annotated 
(K.S.A.) 31-150 the 1978 Kansas Legislature transferred the 
authority for reviewing and approving school building 
construction plans from the State Division of Architectural 
Services (now under the Division of Facilities Management) to 
the State Board of Education. 
 
 

Since July 13, 1978, the State Board of Education has 
employed and authorized a Kansas licensed architect to be 
responsible for school building construction plan submittal, 
review and approval.      The State Board of Education school 
building construction plan review architect can be contacted 
at: 
 
 
  Architect Contact 
  Kansas State Department of Education 
  120 S.E. 10th Avenue 
  Topeka, Kansas 66612-1182 
  (785) 296-2627 Fax (785) 296-7933 
   
  E-mail Address - relder@ksde.org 
 
 
 

This guide and the information provided within may be 
accessed at www.ksde.org  
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Introduction 
 
 

 The plan review architect of the Kansas State Department 
of Education is constituted to verify school construction plan 
compliance with Kansas Statute Annotated (K.S.A.) 31-150 
regarding plan submittal requirements and specified State 
adopted building code provisions as well as K.S.A. 58-1301 
regarding Accessibility standards. 
 

 Additionally, the plan review architect offers the 
following assistance and/or guidance to school 
administrators, school boards, architects, engineers and 
school consultants regarding proposed school construction 
planning and design: 
  
 
  •  Requirements of the statutes specifying 

              professional design services and school              
               construction plan submittal. 

 
  •  Specific features or accommodations for schools 
               mandated by statute or regulation. 
 
  •  Identification of building codes and standards                         
               adopted by statute. 
 
  •  Content, interpretation and application of adopted 
               building codes and standards. 
 
  •  Jurisdiction and involvement of other state                             
               agencies and/or local building departments. 
 
  •  School facility accessibility requirements. 
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Statutes  &  Regulations  
 

 The following Kansas Statutes Annotated (K.S.A.) and Kansas 
Administrative Regulations (K.A.R.) pertain to the requirements for the 
design, construction and accessibility of school buildings in Kansas.  
The applicable statutes and regulations are paraphrased for simplicity 
purposes.  
 

Kansas Statutes Annotated 
Chapter 31- Fire Protection 

Article 1- Fire Safety & Prevention 
K.S.A. 31-132 

Definitions.  As used in this act, unless the context otherwise requires:  
       (A)  "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation or other 
association.  
       (B)  "Nationally Recognized Code" or "Nationally recognized Fire 
Prevention Code" means any published compilation of rules and 
regulations relating to fire prevention which have been prepared by a 
nationally recognized technical trade or service association.   For the 
purposes of this act, the Fire Prevention Codes of the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) and Standards of the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) shall constitute examples of nationally 
recognized Fire Prevention Codes.  
       (C)  "Municipality" means any incorporated city, any county or any 
other political subdivision of this state.  
       (D)  "Nationally recognized Building Code" means any published 
compilation of rules and regulations relating to building construction 
which have been prepared by a nationally recognized technical trade or 
service association.  
       

K.S.A. 31-133 
Fire marshal; power and duties; rules and regulations.   
 (A)  The State Fire Marshal shall adopt reasonable rules and 
regulations, consistent with the provisions of this act, for the 
safeguarding of life and property from fire, explosion and hazardous 
materials.   Such rules and regulations shall include, but not be limited to 
the following: 
  (1)  The construction, maintenance and regulation of exits and 
fire escapes from buildings in which people work or congregate.  
  (2)  The installation and maintenance of equipment intended for 
Fire control, detection and extinguishment in all buildings in which people  
work or congregate. 
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        (3)  Requiring administrators of public and private schools to 
conduct at least one fire drill each month during school hours.  
        (4)  Requiring administrators of public and private schools to 
establish tornado procedures, which procedures shall provide for at 
least three tornado drills to be conducted each year during school 
hours.   
        (5)  Other safeguards, protective measures or means adapted to 
render inherently safe from the hazards of fire or the loss of life by fire 
any building in which people work or congregate.  
       (B)  Any rules and regulations of the State Fire Marshal adopted 
pursuant to this section may incorporate by reference specific editions, or 
portions thereof, of nationally recognized Fire Prevention Codes.  
 (C)  The rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this section shall 
allow facilities in service prior to the effective date of such rules and 
regulations, and not in strict conformity therewith, to continue in service, 
so long as such facilities are not determined by the State Fire Marshal to 
constitute a distinct hazard to life or property.   
               

K.S.A. 31-134 
Adoption of rules and regulations, procedure; distribution; fees; 
remittance; designated as fire prevention code; judicial review.              
 (A)  Any rules and regulations adopted by the State Fire Marshal 
under this act shall comply with the provisions of K.S.A. 77-415 et seq., and 
amendments thereto.  
  (1)  The State Fire Marshal shall make available for general 
distribution upon request copies of any nationally recognized code 
adopted by reference, marked so as to indicate the provisions thereof 
which have been so adopted.    
        (2)  In addition to the filing requirements of K.S.A. 77-416, and 
amendments thereto, the State Fire Marshal shall publish all such rules 
and regulations.  
 (B)  The rules and regulations adopted by the State Fire Marshal 
under authority of this act shall be known and may be cited as the Kansas 
Fire Prevention Code.   Such rules and regulations shall have uniform 
force and effect throughout the state.   No municipality shall enact or 
enforce any ordinance, resolution or rule or regulation inconsistent 
therewith, except that nothing in this act shall be construed to impair the 
power of any municipality to regulate the use of land by zoning or fire 
district regulations.   Whenever a question shall arise as to whether 
another state statute or an enactment of a municipality is inconsistent 
with the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code, it shall be the duty of the 
State Fire Marshal to make such determination after a hearing thereon 
with all interested parties conducted in accordance with the provisions of 
the Kansas Administrative Procedure Act.   Any action of the State Fire 
Marshal pursuant to this section is subject to review in accordance with 
the act for judicial review and civil enforcement of agency actions.  
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K.S.A. 31-134a 



Compliance with certain building codes deemed compliance with fire 
prevention code.                                                                                
 (A)  A school building shall be deemed to comply with the Kansas Fire 
Prevention Code if the building conforms to the following building code, 
has been issued a certificate of occupancy and conforms to any special 
requirements of the Kansas Fire Prevention Code which are not covered by 
such building code:  
            (1)  2000 edition of the International Building Code (IBC) 
       (B)  The State Fire Marshal shall adopt rules and regulations 
specifying those subsequent editions of the code enumerated in subsection 
(A) and those editions of other nationally recognized building codes which 
the State Fire Marshal has determined provide protection equivalent to 
that of the Kansas Fire Prevention Code.  
       (C)  This section shall be part of and supplemental to K.S.A. 31-132 to 
31-150, inclusive, and K.S.A. 31-150a, and amendments thereto.  
 

K.S.A. 31-144 
School buildings; definition; inspection; correction of violations; closing 
in lieu of repair; judicial review.  
 (A)  As used in this act, "school building" means any building or 
structure operated or used for any purpose by, or located upon the land  
of, any school district or any private or nonpublic school, whether or not 
operated for profit.   The term school building does not include within its 
meaning any single-family dwelling or duplex constructed as part of a 
vocational education program or construction trades class if such 
single-family dwelling or duplex is to be sold, after its construction, for 
private use.  
 (B)  All school buildings shall be inspected at least once each year.   
In all cities of the first and second class in which there is a full-time fire 
chief or full-time fire inspector, the inspection of the school buildings 
shall be conducted by such chief or inspector.   
 (C)  The State Fire Marshal shall order the governing body having 
control of any school building or facility thereof to correct any 
condition in such building or facility which is in violation of this act, or any  
Condition which the State Fire Marshal deems dangerous, or which in any 
way prevents a speedy exit from such building.   After any such order is 
rendered, such governing body shall make the changes required to comply 
therewith.   A board of education of any school district is hereby 
authorized to make expenditures from its general fund or capital outlay 
fund to comply with such order, or the board may issue no-fund warrants 
in such amounts as are necessary to pay expenses incurred in complying 
with such order.   
 (D)  Whenever a board of education receives an order from the State 
Fire Marshal pursuant to subsection (C), the board, in lieu of repairing or  
remodeling the school building or facility may close such building or  
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facility as an attendance center.   Whenever any board of education finds 
that any such order of the State Fire Marshal involves a cost in excess of 



that which the board of education finds the school district can afford, or 
that the changes ordered are unwarranted or unnecessary, the board may 
petition for review of such order in the district court of the home county 
of such school district.   
 (E)  Except as provided in subsection (D), any action of the State Fire 
Marshal pursuant to this section is subject to review in accordance with 
the act for judicial review and civil enforcement of agency actions.  
  

K.S.A. 31-150 
Fire safety and prevention; school buildings; construction requirements; 
accessibility to persons with a disability; building plans, certification and 
approval; exceptions; rules and regulations.  
 (A)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, the construction of 
school buildings shall comply with the requirements of the 2000 edition 
of the International Building Code (IBC) as published by the International 
Codes Council (ICC).   All electric wiring shall conform to requirements 
of the 1999 issue of the National Electric Code (NEC) of the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA).  
 (B)  The construction of mobile, modular, portable or relocatable 
school buildings shall conform to the requirements of the 2000 edition 
of the Life Safety Code as published by the National Fire Protection  
Association (NFPA).  
 (C)  The construction of all school buildings shall conform to the 
provisions for making buildings and facilities accessible to, and usable by, 
persons with a disability, as required by K.S.A. 58-1301 through 58-1311, 
and amendments thereto.  
 (D)  No contract shall be let for the construction of any school 
building, and it shall be illegal to pay out any public funds for the 
construction of a school building until the plans for such building:  
  (1)  Bear the seal per K.A.R. 66-6-1 of an architect or a 
professional engineer licensed by the Kansas State Board of Technical 
Professions certifying that the plans meet the applicable requirements of 
this act; and   
  (2)  Be submitted to the State Board of Education for approval 
as to compliance with such requirements.  
 (E)  The provisions of subsections (C) and (D) of this section shall not  
Apply to any building or structure operated or used for any purpose by, or  
located upon the land of any community college, area vocational school, 
area vocational-technical school, technical college, municipal university, 
institution under the governance of the State Board of Regents or other 
institutions of post secondary education as defined by K.S.A. 74-3249, and 
amendments thereto.   
 (F)  The relocation of school buildings to which the provisions of  
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subsection (B) apply shall not be construed to be construction or 
reconstruction under the provisions, or for the purposes, of this section.  



 (G)  The construction or reconstruction of a school building, 
whether funded by bonds or other moneys, in a school district where 
general obligation bonds were authorized to be issued by a vote of the 
electors in an election held on or before July 1, 2000, shall be governed 
by the provisions of this section that were in effect on January 1, 2004. 
The provisions of this subsection shall expire on July 1, 2006.  
 (H)  The State Fire Marshal shall adopt rules and regulations 
specifying those subsequent editions of the codes enumerated in 
subsections (A) and (B) which the State Fire Marshal has determined provide 
protection equivalent to those editions specified herein.   Compliance with 
any subsequent edition specified by such rules and regulations shall be 
considered compliance with the edition of the code specified by this 
section.  
 

K.S.A. 31-150a 
Violations of fire prevention code; criminal penalty; injunction.  
 (A)  Any person who violates any provision of this act or the act of 
which this act is amendatory, or who violates any rule or regulation 
adopted pursuant thereto, or who violates any lawful order issued by the 
State Fire Marshal or by any of the persons designated in K.S.A. 31-137 and  
amendments thereto, shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor, and each 
day that the offense continues after receipt of written notice thereof 
issued by the State Fire Marshal, or by any other person designated in 
K.S.A. 31-137 and amendments thereto, shall constitute a separate 
violation.     
 (B)  At the request of the State Fire Marshal or any other person 
designated in K.S.A. 31-137 and amendments thereto, the Attorney General 
or the proper district or county attorney may obtain an injunction to 
restrain any violation designated in subsection (A), where such violation is 
a continuing offense or where it constitutes an immediate hazard to life or 
property.  
 

Chapter 58 - Personal & Real Property 
Article 13 - Public Buildings 

K.S.A. 58 -1301 
Accessibility standards for public buildings or facilities.  
 (A)  Except as provided in K.S.A. 58-1307, and amendments thereto, all  
existing facilities, and the design and construction of all new, additions to  
and alterations of, facilities in this state shall conform to Title II or Title 
III of 28 CFR Part 35 and/or 36 of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
of 1990 as appropriate.   The design and construction of new, addition to 
or alteration of, any facility which receives a building permit or permit 
extension after the effective date of this act shall be governed by the 
provisions of this act.  
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K.S.A. 58 -1303 
Legislative intent.  



 (A)  This act is intended to prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
disability by Title II and Title III entities.   All facilities covered by this act 
are to be designed, constructed and altered to be readily accessible to 
and usable by individuals with a disability.  
 

K.S.A. 58 -1304 
Accessibility standards for public buildings or facilities; enforcement of 
act.  
 (A)  The responsibility for enforcement of this act shall be as 
follows: 
   (1)  For all existing Title II school facilities, and the design and 
construction of all new, additions to and alterations of Title II school 
facilities, the State Board of Education, by plan approval as required by 
K.S.A. 31-150, and amendments thereto.  
 

K.S.A. 58 - 1306 
Display of international symbol.  
 (A)  The international symbol of access to individuals with a disability 
shall be permanently displayed at the entrance of all facilities that are in 
compliance with the standards established pursuant to this act.  
 

K.S.A. 58 -1307 
Historic facilities; duties of state historic preservation officer; review of 
state action.  
 (A)  Any governmental entity undertaking an addition to or alteration 
of a qualified historic facility, as defined in Section 504(C) of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) as required by Title II, shall 
follow 28 CFR Part 35.150(B)(2) and 35.150(D).  
       (B)  Any person undertaking an addition to or alteration of a qualified 
historic facility, as defined in Section 504(C) of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) as required by Title III, shall follow 28 CFR 
Part 36.405.  
       (C)  Any consultation for alternative methods of access with the 
State Historic Preservation Officer required by 28 CFR Part 35.150(B)(2) 
or 35.150(D) or 28 CFR Part 36.405 shall include descriptions of  
alternative methods of providing access, one copy of the facility plans,  
with dimensions, for the applicable areas of the addition or alteration, and 
photographs of the existing conditions. 
       (D)  Any action by a state officer or agency pursuant to this section is 
subject to review in accordance with the act for judicial review and civil 
enforcement of agency actions.   Any action pursuant to this section by any 
other person or entity is subject to review by the district court of the 
county where the facility is located. 
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K.S.A. 58 -1308 
Injunction to restrain violation of standards. 



 (A)  The Attorney General, the city, county or district attorney or any 
person, agency or governmental entity responsible for the enforcement 
of this act may apply to the district court for a temporary or permanent 
injunction restraining any individual, corporation or partnership from 
violating the standards established by this act.   Such court shall have 
jurisdiction upon hearing and for cause shown to grant such injunction. 
Such court may require the alteration of any facility by mandatory 
injunction to ensure compliance with the provisions of this act.  
 

K.S.A. 58 -1309 
Violation of injunction; civil penalty.  
 (A)  An aggrieved individual with a disability shall not be a required 
party in actions brought by the Attorney General or a city, county or 
district attorney pursuant to this section.        
 (B)  Any willful violation of the terms of any injunction or court 
order issued pursuant to this act shall render the violator liable for the 
payment of a civil penalty in such amount as the court shall determine to be 
necessary and proper.  
 (C)  Any person, agency or governmental entity responsible for the 
enforcement of this act may refer evidence concerning violation of the 
standards established pursuant to this act to the Attorney General or the 
proper city, county or district attorney, who may institute, with or without 
such a reference, proceedings under this section.  
 

Chapter 60 - Procedure, Civil 
Article 11 - Liens for Labor & Material 

K.S.A. 60 - 1111 
Public works bond. 
 (A)  Bond by contractor.   Except as provided in this section, whenever 
any public official, under the laws of the State, enters into contract in 
any sum exceeding $100,000 with any person or persons for the purpose of 
making any public improvements, or constructing any public building or 
making repairs on the same, such officer shall take, from the party  
contracted with, a bond to the State of Kansas with good and sufficient  
sureties in a sum not less than the sum total in the contract, conditioned 
that such contractor or the subcontractor of such contractor shall pay  
all indebtedness incurred for labor furnished, materials, equipment or  
supplies, used or consumed in connection with or in or about the 
construction of such public building or in making such public 
improvements.   A contract which requires a contractor or subcontractor 
to obtain a payment bond or any other bond shall not require that such 
bond be obtained from a specific surety, agent, broker or producer.   A 
public official entering into a contract which requires a contractor or  
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subcontractor to obtain a payment bond or any other bond shall not 
require that such bond be obtained from a specific surety, agent, broker or 
producer.   



 (B)  Filing and limitations. The bond required under subsection (A) 
shall be filed with the clerk of the district court of the county in which 
such public improvement is to be made.   When such bond is filed, no lien 
shall attach under this article.   Any liens which have been filed prior to 
the filing of such bond shall be discharged.   Any person to whom there is 
due any sum for labor or material furnished, as stated in subsection (A), or  
such person's assigns, may bring an action on such bond for the recovery 
of such indebtedness but no action shall be brought on such bond after 
six months from the completion of such public improvements or public 
buildings. 
 

Chapter 72 - Schools 
Article 67 - School Unification Acts 

K.S.A. 72 - 6760 
School district expenditures over $20,000; requirements relating to bids 
and bidders; exemptions.   
 (A)  Except as provided by this section and K.S.A. 72-6760b, no 
expenditure involving an amount greater than $20,000 for construction, 
reconstruction or remodeling or for the purchase of materials, goods or 
wares shall be made by the Board of Education of any Unified School 
District except upon sealed proposals, and to the lowest responsible 
bidder.   
 (B)  The provisions of subsection (A) do not apply to expenditures by a 
Board of Education for the purchase of:   
  (1)  Services;  
  (2)  Products required to be purchased under the provisions of 
K.S.A. 75-3317 through 75-3322, and amendments thereto;   
  (3)  Educational materials directly related to curriculum and 
secured by copyright;  
  (4)  Motor fuels required to provide or furnish transportation; 
  (5)  Food and foodstuffs necessary for the implementation or  
operation of any child nutrition program;  
  (6)  Articles or products that are produced, manufactured or 
provided by inmates under the prison-made goods act of Kansas;   
  (7)  Natural gas that will be consumed in buildings owned or 
operated by the school district;  
  (8)  Materials, goods or wares required for reconstructing, 
remodeling, repairing or equipping buildings when such purchase has been 
necessitated by the occurrence of a loss against which the board of 
education has purchased property or casualty insurance; and   
  (9)  Materials, goods or wares which are purchased under the 
same pricing provisions established in federal, national or other state 
contracts facilitated by a federal or local governmental entity or 
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agency, subject to: (I) Agreement of the vendor to honor the contract 
prices; and (II) approval by the Board of Education for expenditures in an 
amount grater than $20,000.  



 (C)  Whenever the Board of Education of any Unified School District 
lets bids for the purchase of materials, goods or wares and bids are 
submitted by bidders domiciled within the Unified School District and by 
bidders domiciled outside the Unified School District and the low bid is 
submitted by a bidder domiciled outside the Unified School District, the 
Unified School District domiciliary which submitted the lowest bid may be 
deemed the preferred bidder and awarded the bid if:  
  (1)  The quality, suitability and usability of the materials, goods 
or wares are equal;  
  (2)  The amount of the bid of the Unified School District 
domiciliary is not more than 1% greater than the amount of the low bid; and  
  (3)  The Unified School District domiciliary agrees to meet the 
low bid by filing a written agreement to that effect within 72 hours after 
receiving notification of being deemed the preferred bidder. 
  (D) The provisions of subsection (C) do not apply to expenditures for 
construction, reconstruction or remodeling.  
 

Article 82 - Organization, Powers & Finances of Boards of 
Education 

K.S.A. 72 - 8213b 
School buildings, closing; procedure.  
 (A)  As used in this section, "school building" means any building or 
structure operated or maintained by the Board of Education of a Unified 
School District.   
 (B)  The Board of Education of any Unified School District, by 
adoption of a resolution, may close any school building at any time the 
Board determines that the building should be closed to improve the 
school system of the Unified School District.   The Board of Education may 
close more than one school building in one resolution.   A resolution 
adopted pursuant to this section shall require a majority vote of the 
members of the Board of Education and shall require no other approval. 
 (C)  Prior to adopting a resolution closing any school building, the 
Board of Education shall call and hold a hearing on the proposal.   The 
notice of such hearing shall include the reasons for the proposed 
closing, the name of any affected building and the name of any school  
building to which the involved pupils shall be reassigned.   The Board shall 
hear testimony as to the advisability of the proposed closing, and a 
representative of the Board shall present the Board's proposal for such 
closing.   Following the public hearing, or any continuation of such 
hearing, and after considering all of the testimony and evidence presented 
or submitted at the public hearing, the Board shall determine whether the 
school building should be closed to improve the school system of the 
Unified School District.  
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Kansas Administrative Regulations 
Article 1 – Kansas Fire Prevention Code 



 K.A.R. 22 - 1 - 3 
Adopted national codes. 
The following National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) pamphlets are 
adopted by reference. 
 (1)  Portable fire extinguishers. National Fire Protection Association 
pamphlet no. 10, including appendices a, b, c, d, e, f, and g, 1990 edition. 
 (2)  Installation of sprinkler systems. National Fire Protection 
Association pamphlet no. 13, including appendices a and c, 1991 edition. 
 (3)  Installation of standpipe and hose systems.  National Fire 
Protection Association pamphlet no. 14, including appendices a, b, c, 1990 
edition. 
 (4)  Dry chemical extinguishing systems. National Fire Protection 
Association pamphlet no. 17, chapters 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7 including appendices 
A and excluding sections 2-11.2, 6-4, 6-5, and 6-6, 1990 edition. 
 (5)  Wet chemical extinguishing systems. National Fire Protection 
Association pamphlet no. 17A, chapters 1 through 4, and appendices A and  
B, excluding sections 3-1 and 3-2 and section A-1-4 of Appendix A, 1990 
edition. 
 (6)  Water-based fire protection systems. National Fire Protection 
Association pamphlet no. 25, including appendices a, b, and c, 1992 edition. 
 (7)  Signaling systems for central station service. National Fire 
Protection Association pamphlet no. 71, including appendices a and b, 1989 
edition. 
 (8)  Installation, maintenance and use of protective signaling systems. 
National Fire Protection Association pamphlet no. 72, including 
appendices a, b, and c, 1990 edition. 
 (9)  Automatic fire detectors. National Fire Protection Association 
pamphlet no. 72E, including appendices a, b, c, and d, 1990 edition. 
 (10)  Testing procedures for signaling systems.  National Fire  
Protection Association pamphlet no. 72H, 1988 edition. 
 (11)  Vapor removal from cooking equipment.  National Fire 
Protection Association pamphlet no. 96, including appendix a, 1991 edition. 
 (12)  Life Safety Code.   National Fire Protection Association 
pamphlet no. 101, including appendices a and b, except chapter 21, sections 
10-7.1.1.1 and 11-7.1.1.1 and the first sentence of section 11- 8.1.1.1 and 
11-9.1.1.1, 1991 edition. 
 (13)  Alternative approaches to life safety. National Fire Protection 
Association pamphlet no. 101M, 1992 edition. 
 (14)  Emergency and standby power systems.  National Fire Protection 
Association pamphlet no. 110, including appendices a, b, and c, 1988 edition. 
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K.A.R. 22 - 1 - 7 

Code Footprint. 



“Code Footprint” shall mean a building and life safety code compliance 
document that contains both graphic and narrative information and that 
meets the requirements of this regulation.   Each code footprint shall be 
submitted in the following format:    
 (A)  A full-sized drawing consisting of a complete floor plan, 
including existing facilities and new construction, for each floor, 
including basements and mezzanines. 
 (B)  An 11 inch by 17 inch reduction of the full-sized drawing, sealed 
by a Kansas licensed design professional as required by the Kansas State 
Board of Technical Professions – Professional Practice K.A.R. 66-6-1. 
 (C)  A code footprint shall be prepared for all new buildings, new 
building additions, change in occupancy, or building renovations.   A code 
footprint shall be prepared and sealed by a Kansas licensed design 
professional as noted in subsection (B) of this section.   Upon request, a 
code footprint shall be provided to the fire or building official in the 
municipality where the work is occurring. 
 (D)  A code footprint shall be submitted to the State Department of 
Education (acting on behalf of the State Fire Marshal) for review and 
approval for any Group “E” Educational Occupancy new construction, 
addition, renovation or change of occupancy. 
 
 

 Refer to page 17 for more detailed code footprint information and 
requirements or log on to the Kansas State Fire Marshal web site at: 
 
 

www.accesskansas.org/firemarshal 
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Attorney  General  Opinions                 
 

 The following Kansas State Attorney General Opinions have been 
issued providing clarification of statutes and regulations paraphrased in 
this guide pertaining to the requirements for the design, construction and 
accessibility of school buildings in Kansas.  
 

Opinion  75 - 249 
Schools - Construction - “Fast Tracking” Method. 
Synopsis:  The “fast track” method of design and construction is not 
presently available in the erection of school buildings as prescribed by 
K.S.A. 31-150(a).   Issued June 17, 1975. 
 

Opinion  79 - 28 
Schools - Counties and County Officers - Planning and Zoning. 
Synopsis:  There is no statutory expression of legislative intent that local 
Boards of Education are immune from zoning regulations promulgated by 
county zoning authorities.    Issued March 12, 1979. 
 

Opinion  80 - 14 
Schools - Compliance with Municipal Zoning & Building Code Requirements. 
Synopsis:  Under a Municipal Code a building permit may be issued only after 
all zoning requirements and building code specifications have been 
complied with.  As a School District is required to follow the building 
codes specified by K.S.A. 31-150, the power of a city in this respect has been 
preempted.   Opinion No. 79-28 is reaffirmed.   Issued January 16, 1980. 
 

Opinion  86 - 81 
Schools - Fire Protection - Fire safety and Prevention. 
Synopsis:  A city may not condition the grant of a building permit to a 
school upon compliance with its building code, as they have been preempted 
by K.S.A. 31-150.   Opinion No. 80-14 is reaffirmed.   Issued May 30, 1986. 
 

Opinion  87 - 9 
Schools - Fire Protection - Fire Safety and Prevention. 
Synopsis:  While a city may not condition the grant of a building permit to a 
school upon compliance with its building codes, it may require a School 
District to obtain a building permit and to comply with city inspection 
requirements.   The permit and inspection requirements may be imposed only 
to enforce compliance with building codes prescribed by K.S.A. 31-150. 
Issued January 16, 1987. 
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Codes  &  Standards 
 
 

 School buildings, both public and private, as defined by K.S.A. 31-144 
which are constructed, reconstructed or renovated on or after 
January1, 2005 shall comply with the following codes: 
 
  2000 International Building Code (ICC) 
 * 2000 International Mechanical Code (ICC) 
 * 2000 International Plumbing Code (ICC) 
 * 1999 National Electrical Code (NFPA) 
  1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
  
 * 2000 Uniform Mechanical Code (IAPMO) 
 * 2000 Uniform Plumbing Code (IAPMO) 
 * 2000 Electrical Code (ICC) 
 
 * Comply with local municipality adopted code(s). 
 

 Compliance to a subsequent edition of the International Building 
Code (IBC) will be permitted by the Kansas State Fire Marshal provided 
such is properly documented on the final approved “sealed” Code 
Footprint with the statement – “Per 2000 International Building Code (IBC) 
Section 104.11 the Kansas State Fire Marshal accepts application of the 
2003 IBC to this project as providing equivalent level of minimum life 
safety as required by the Kansas Fire Prevention Code.” 
 
 

 Relocatable/Portable (temporary) classroom “units” shall comply 
with the following codes: 
 
  2000 National Fire Protection Association 
       (NFPA) 101 – Life Safety Code 
  1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
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Plan  Submittal  Requirements 
 
 

 Projects REQUIRING plan submittal per K.S.A. 31-150(d) include: 
 
  * New Buildings 

  *  Additions 
  *  Alterations/Renovations/Remodel 
    (25% or more of the current replacement cost of the building) 
  *  Changes in Use 
 
  Any project, regardless of size, affecting building: 
 
  *  Exiting 
  *  Fire - Resistive Qualities 

  *  Accessibility 
 
 
 
 

 Preliminary  Plan  Submittal 
 
 

 A preliminary and/or design development Code Footprint for new  
buildings, additions, change of use or renovation/remodel projects shall 
be submitted for review and verification of compliance to crucial fire and 
life safety code provisions.   Refer to page 17 for detailed Code Footprint 
information and requirements. 
 

 Additions and/or renovation/remodel projects that effect exiting 
from an existing school building shall include a plan delineating 
“Temporary Exiting” during construction/renovation and be submitted 
directly to the State Fire Marshal for review and acceptance. 
 

 Subsequent preliminary Code Footprint submittals are not required 
but recommended based on the number of crucial fire and life safety code 
provisions requiring review and/or revision. 
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 Final  Plan  Submittal 
 
 

 One (1) complete set of “sealed” (Kansas licensed architect and/or 
engineer’s stamp and signature per K.A.R. 66-6-1) construction documents, 
specifications, schedules, addendum(s) and other necessary documents, 
including two (2) “sealed” copies of the 11 x 17 Code Footprint shall be 
submitted for review before a construction contract can be let and/or 
before any public funds are paid out per K.S.A. 31-150(d).  
 
 
 

 The following “systems” plans shall be submitted directly to the 
Kansas State Fire Marshal’s Office for review and approval: 
 
 * Automatic suppression systems including sprinkler systems 
  
 * Fire alarm signaling systems including manual fire alarms and 
  smoke detection systems  
 
 * Temporary Exiting (If not submitted as a preliminary submittal) 
 
 
   

 Projects NOT requiring plan submittal include: 
 
 * Redecorating 
 * Replacement of kind (Windows, mechanical equipment, etc.)  
 * Corrective and/or preventive maintenance 
 * Minor alterations/renovations/remodel 
   (Less than 25% of the current replacement cost of the building    
    unless minor alteration/renovation/remodel affects building    
    exiting, fire-resistive qualities and/or accessibility). 
 
 
 

 All school construction projects, new or to existing buildings, 
regardless of size or extent, are required to comply with state adopted 
codes whether or not submittal per K.S.A. 31-150(d) is required.   It is the 
responsibility of the Unified School District (USD), architect or engineer 
(If such services are retained), to ensure building code compliance for 
those projects where plan submittal is not required per the guidelines 
listed above. 
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Code  Footprint 
 
 

 CODE FOOTPRINT is: 
   

  An architect’s or fire protection engineer’s graphic 
delineation and narrative information of the intended fire and life safety 
design features for a building.   Upon building occupancy, the code 
footprint becomes a document verifying a building owner’s compliance with 
state law protecting occupants from the dangers of fire and/or smoke 
events and providing/maintaining safe exiting from the building.    
 
 

 Purpose of CODE FOOTPRINT: 
 

  Kansas State Fire Marshal regulation K.A.R. 22-1-7, adopted  
July 9, 2004, defines minimum features of a code footprint for an objective 
evaluation by uniform application of state law.   K.A.R. 22-1-7 also requires 
a code footprint be available to assist local fire and building officials 
view new construction and change of use.   The regulation provides a 
building owner with fire/life safety choices to best suit their 
circumstances before construction and/or renovation.   The code 
footprint is a simple record of the designer’s fire/life safety features and 
is a fixed code target for the “life” of a building. 
 

  A code footprint provides formalized criteria into a unique 
format providing a “snapshot” small scale building plan with key code 
information shown in contextual form.   The code footprint reduces 
redundancy and increases the coordination of effort among all 
participants involved with new construction.   A sample code footprint can 
be accessed at: 
 
 

www.accesskansas.org/firemarshal 
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Accessibility  Requirements 
 
 

 NEW CONSTRUCTION & ADDITIONS 
 

 Design and Construction:   Every school facility or part of a 
school facility constructed by, on behalf of, or for the use of a PUBLIC 
school entity after January 26, 1992 shall be designed and constructed in 
such a manner that the school facility or part of the school facility is 
readily accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities.    
 
 

 ALTERATIONS/RENOVATIONS/REMODEL 
 

 Every school facility or part of a school facility altered by, on 
behalf of, or for the use of a PUBLIC school entity after January 26, 1992 
in a manner that affects or could affect the usability of the school 
facility or part of the school facility shall, to the maximum extent feasible, 
be altered in such a manner that the altered portion of the school facility 
is readily accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities. 
  
 

 The design, construction or alteration of a school facility in 
conformance with the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility 
Guidelines (ADAAG) for Buildings and Facilities (Appendix A to 28 CFR part 
36) shall be deemed to comply with the requirements of K.S.A. 58-1301(A), 
except that the elevator exemption contained in Sections 4.1.3(5) and 
4.1.6(1)(J) of the ADAAG shall not apply.     
 
 

 EXISTING SCHOOL FACILITIES 
 

 Assistance regarding accessibility requirements for existing school 
facilities can be received by contacting: 
 
 Great Plains Disability & Business Technical Assistance Center 
 University of Missouri – Columbia 

 1 (800) 949-4232 
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Portable  Classrooms 
 
 

 For this section the terms mobile, movable, temporary, portable and 
relocatable shall be considered synonymous.   Mobile, movable, temporary, 
portable or relocatable classrooms are prefabricated building “units” 
consisting of one or more classrooms which are temporary and portable 
or relocatable.   Concrete floors, concrete foundations, party walls or 
connection to other buildings are not permitted. 
 
 

 Kansas Statute 31-150 provides that all such “units” be constructed 
in conformance with the 2000 Life Safety Code (NFPA 101), the 1990 
Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and the 
locally adopted plumbing code (Refer to page 14).  
 
 

 Drinking water shall be provided in each “unit”.   Toilet facilities 
shall be provided by one water closet and lavatory per sex in each “unit”.   
Existing toilet facilities within an adjacent “permanent” school building 
may serve a temporary classroom “unit” PROVIDED those facilities meet the 
requirements of the applicable code for the calculated occupancy of the 
total school facility, a maximum “door to door” travel distance from a 
“unit” to existing toilet facilities does not exceed 150 feet and the student 
class assignments within a “unit” are for one hour or less. 
 
 

 A 20 foot minimum distance is required between an existing 
(permanent) structure or property line and a portable unit.   A 5 foot 
minimum distance is required between portable units provided the total 
square footage of the units does not exceed 9,500 sq. ft. 
 
 

 Minimum plan submittal requirements include:  
 
  *  Kansas Engineer “sealed” relocatable classroom “unit” plans 
  *  Kansas Engineer “sealed” “tie-down” and support details 
  *  Kansas Architect “sealed” ramp and stair plans/details 
  *  Site plan drawn to scale 
  *  Statement of planned use 
      (Classroom or office use, length of class periods, etc.) 
 
 

19 
 



Frequently  Asked  Questions 
 
Q: Which Code Enforcement Authorities have jurisdiction over a 
 school construction project? 
A: Per K.S.A. 31-134(a) school construction projects are required to 
 comply with the Kansas Fire Prevention Code which specifies the 
 2000 International Building Code (IBC).   Where a Building Official is 
 present, a building permit, inspections and a Certificate of Occupancy 
 are required in accordance with State adopted codes.   Where a 
 Building Official is not present, the Kansas State Fire Marshal may 
 inspect for specific code compliance (Attorney General Opinion 87-9).   
 A school owner and their design professional(s) must work with the 
 local authorities for compliance with local zoning and drainage 
 ordinances and fire department requirements (Attorney General 
 Opinions 79-28 & 80-14). 
 
Q: Is an architect and/or engineer required for a school construction 
 project? 
A: Per K.S.A. 31-150(d) plans bearing the “seal” of an architect or 
 engineer licensed in the State of Kansas are required for new 
 construction, additions, renovation/remodel and structural 
 modifications. 
 
Q: When are statutory bonds required? 
A: Per K.S.A. 60-1111(a) a public works bond is required whenever a 
 public official under the laws of the state enters into a contract in a 
 sum exceeding $100,000 with any person or persons. 
 
Q: Are there minimum size requirements for a school facility? 
A: The State Department of Education does not mandate minimum or 
 maximum size requirements for a school facility. 
 
Q: Can a public school district have a single approved product or 
 “closed specification” on a school construction project? 
A: Per K.S.A. 1907 Supp. 72-6760 competitive bidding is required for 
 public school construction projects. 
 
Q: Can a public school district “Fast-Track” a construction project? 
A: Per Kansas State Attorney General Opinion 75-249 “Fast-Tracking” a 
 public school construction project as prescribed by K.S.A. 31-150(a) 
 is not available. 
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